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Sept. 13 marked the beginning of the sixth round of UN-mediated peace negotiations between
President Alfredo Cristiani's government and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front
(FMLN). The talks were scheduled to conclude on Sept. 18, and the top agenda items were "military
issues." Events and statements from Sept. 12 through Sept. 18 are summarized below. Sept. 12:
While rejecting rebel proposals for major restructuring of the armed forces, President Cristiani
asserted that greater flexibility on the part of the FMLN would bring "good results." He denied
allegations that proposed changes in the command structure, rejected by the FMLN as "smoke and
mirrors," were a response to US pressure, and asserted that they were designed to make the army
more professional. Regarding upcoming debate in the US Congress on FY1991 military aid to El
Salvador, Cristiani said that an aid suspension or reduction "would only contribute to perpetuate
the FMLN's militant stance." Col. Mauricio Vargas, representing the army at the peace talks, said
that lack of progress "could lead to increased warfare." FMLN commander and rebel delegation
member Shafik Handal dismissed military reforms proposed by the government as nothing more
that a consolidation of "a group of military officers known as the Tandona, which is dead-set against
negotiations." Sept. 13: UN mediator Alvaro de Soto confirmed that the UN Security Council has
decided to commence setting up an office in El Salvador to evaluate logistical requirements for
future missions charged with monitoring human rights conditions, elections, and a cease-fire. De
Soto emphasized that the missions would begin their work only after a cease-fire agreement is in
place. Justice Minister Oscar Santamaria said that the government would provide facilities for the
UN office. Sept. 14: At a special session of the Organization of American States permanent council,
called by San Salvador to present its negotiating points at the peace talks, Salvadoran Foreign
Minister Jose Manuel Pacas asserted that his government "does not want a military solution."
Pacas asserted that "sufficient room" for expression of all types of ideologies and participation in
the electoral process prevails in El Salvador. He said claims that the Salvadoran government had
created a militarist society are "unjust." US State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher said
that despite the Salvadoran government's "apparent will to fine a peaceful solution to the conflict,
the guerrillas continue threatening and preparing for a renewed offensive." Sept 15: An estimated
40,000 people marched in downtown San Salvador, calling for demilitarization and peace. The
occasion was the 169th anniversary of Central American independence from Spain. The march was
organized by a coalition of 80 organizations known as the Permanent National Committee for Peace
(CPDN) and included rural and urban workers, students, professionals, church group members,
and opposition political activists. Dozens of helicopters and military planes patrolled the city. CPDN
leader Lutheran Bishop Medardo Gomez denounced a military blockade which prevented 200 buses
transporting thousands of would-be participants from arriving in San Salvador. Regarding the peace
talks, Gomez said participation of diverse Salvadoran political and social groups is necessary to
break the deadlock. Christian Democrat Party leader Fidel Chavez Mena denounced the blockade as
"contradictory to the peace process." Rosario Acosta, leader of the National Peasant Workers Union
(UNOC), described the march as a "resounding success." He added that despite the overwhelming
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military surveillance, "we have filled the streets with a fervent display that the Salvadoran people
want peace." President Cristiani told reporters that the armed forces would undergo a "qualitative
and quantitative restructuring." He said the government was prepared to seek "rapprochement"
with the FMLN, but rejected rebel "pressure and blackmail." Sept. 16: Salvadoran opposition
parties released a joint communique asserting that the talks should focus on military issues, given
the "indispensable" nature of demilitarization to advance the peace process. Government and
rebel delegations were requested to drop "maximalist positions" that have paralyzed the current
round of talks in Costa Rica. The FMLN was called on to drop its demand for the dismantlement
of the army, and the government to offer concrete military restructuring proposals to "guarantee
cleansing...and the end of armed forces impunity as demanded by the people." The statement
was signed by the Christian Democrat Party, Social Christian Popular Movement, Revolutionary
National Movement, Social Democrat Party, and the Nationalist Democratic Union. The parties,
along with civic, labor union, church groups and other organizations pertaining to the National
Debate for Peace, propose that the two sides agree on formation of a "high-level commission" to
investigate thousands of assassinations in recent years. Another other steps to lend credibility
to the talks, they also request the termination of attacks against individuals, economic sabotage,
military recruitment, and dismantlement of terrorist and civil defense patrols. On Sunday, the
talks in San Jose had deadlocked on the first agenda item, or discussion of military topics. Sept.
17: FMLN commander Francisco Jovel announced that in view of the impasse concerning military
questions, the FMLN would submit a proposal Sept. 18 concerning political, economic and social
reforms. Jovel said that the proposal focuses on workers' rights to organize, and providing better
housing, education and health care for Salvadorans. The National Peasant Workers Union (UNOC)
announced its support of the FMLN proposal to put aside military issues for the moment to focus
discussion on economic problems. The FMLN released a communique expressing support for
reforms proposed Sept. 7 by a commission comprised of political parties to guarantee equal
access by all parties to the March 1991 election campaigns. The reforms call for equal access by
all political parties to the media; increasing the number of National Assembly seats from 60 to 84;
limits on campaign spending; and, an end to persecution of political activists. The rebels demanded
that the National Assembly approve the reforms. Next, the Frente asserted that "conditions for
free elections do not exist" in the absence of a profound restructuring of the armed forces. In
addition, electoral reforms are not sufficient, said the communique, to guarantee true democracy.
The FMLN has insisted on economic reforms aimed at developing small- and medium-scale
business and providing social welfare assistance for the poor. FMLN delegates in San Jose proposed
that the government accept public debate of demilitarization issues in the Salvadoran National
Assembly. Commander Ana Guadalupe Martinez said the FMLN would contribute to creating a
favorable climate for such debate by declaring a truce. Martinez told AFP that discussion of military
questions at the present round had concluded. She said, "The government made no steps forward,"
adding that the armed forces "must make serious concessions, and halt its attempts to salvage the
institution with subterfuge." A discussion of military questions in the public arena of the National
Assembly broadcast on national television and radio , said Gonzalez, would serve as a means for
the Salvadoran people to judge both the armed forces, and the rebels' proposals. Participating
in such public debate, said the rebel leader, would be a high-level FMLN commission, Defense
Minister Col. Emilio Ponce, Justice Minister Santamaria, and San Salvador mayor and president of
the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA), Armando Calderon. Sept. 18: UN mediator Alvaro
de Soto told reporters in San Jose that the only agreement reached by the two sides was on a new
round of talks, to take place in Mexico City no later than Nov. 4. Justice Minister Santamaria said UN
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mediator de Soto should exercise a more active role in the talks toward establishing points to bring
the two sides closer together. (On the evening of Sept. 17, de Soto said that one of the two sides had
demonstrated "impatience" with his mediation work, and that he had become "impatient with this
impatience.") In a press communique, the Salvadoran government rejected the rebel proposal of
public debate on demilitarization, described as "an attempt to transform the negotiations into a
propagandistic spectacle." The National Permanent Debate Committee for Peace (CPDN) described
the rebel proposal as "correct, adequate and necessary." At a press conference, CPDN spokesperson
Rev. Edgar Palacios said the FMLN initiative "is a good opportunity for Salvadoran society to
find out who lacks political will to seek a solution to the conflict." The Democratic Convergence,
comprised of three leftist parties, and the Christian Democrat Party, announced their support of
the rebel proposal for public debate on demilitarization. Party spokespersons said they supported
the proposal since military issues have become the principal obstacle in the negotiations. Ruben
Zamora, leader of the Social Christian Popular Movement (MPSC), said public debate was a means
for "Cristiani's anti-popular government to demonstrate whether it has the will to negotiate an end
to the conflict with the guerrillas." (Basic data from AP, 09/13/90; Notimex, 09/13-15/90, 09/17/90,
09/18/90; AFP, 09/13-15/90, 09/16/90, 09/17/90, 09/18/90)
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